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SUBJECT: SALE OF FRENCH MIRAGES TO THAILAND 

1 . THE NATION ON 29 JANUARY 1976 REPORTED A FRENCH OFFER 
TO SELL AN UNSPECIFIED NUMBER OF MIRAGE JETS TO THAILAND 
ON CONCESSIONARY LONG-TERM INSTALLMENT BASIS. THE OFFER 
REPORTEDLY CAME DURING A MEETING BETWEEN FRENCH DEPUTY 
FOREIGN MINISTER BERNARD DESTREMAU’S TALKS WITH RTG 
FOREIGN MINISTER CHATCHAI ON 27 JANUARY. CHATCHAI WAS 
SAID TO BE "VERY KEEN" ON THE PROPOSAL. A NATION EDITORIAL 
THE FOLLOWING DAY ENDORSED THE PROPOSAL AS A MEANS OF 
CUTTING THAILAND FREE OF "THE APRON STRINGS OF THE UNITED 
STATES" IN PROCUREMENT OF MILITARY WEAPONS. 

2. THE FRENCH EMBASSY IN A STATEMENT TO THE PRESS HAS 
DENIED THAT ANY SUCH OFFER WAS MADE. THE MILITARY ATTACHE 
TO THE FRENCH EMBASSY HAS ALSO INFORMED OUR DATT THAT THE 
NATION STORY WAS ERRONEOUS. 

3. ACCORDING TO THE CHIEF OF JUSMAG AIR FORCE DIVISION. 

THE MIRAGE F-l WAS DISCUSSED BY RTAF FIGHTER EVALUATION 
COMMITTEE SEVERAL MONTHS AGO, BUT REJECTED IN FAVOR OF 
THE US F-5E OR A- 10. 
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